MAKE IT MEANINGFUL

Curricular Paths and Suggested Focus

Path to Meaningful:

Two General
At times, Overlapping

Curricular Paths
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Aim: “function in life” by
targeting the skills
necessary for
independence across a
variety of contexts relevant
to a meaningful life in
adulthood.

Aim: “catch up” by
acquiring nearly typical
language, social, and
pre-academic/academic
skills and being placed
for academic instruction
with neurotypical, same-
aged peers.

Making it Meaningful may require overlapping between the two
curricular paths. At times, a hybrid focus combining components of
developmental and adaptive programming may be appropriate.
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Around age 10, if learners have not substantially caught up to
their same-aged peers, serious consideration should be given to
shifting to adaptive (only) focused programming.

© Gerhardt & Bahry, 2024





